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ISAIAH xxvi. . Ver 9. latter Part. 


Fer when thy Fragments, are in . Earth, the 
Inhabitants of the World will karn Righte- 


a. 


j* ?P 
114 *. SHY 


2 \HOUGH. we 6 e 

cautious how. we interpret the Diſ- 
penſations of Providence, into ge- 
neral or particular Judgments, yet Man muſt 
be loſt to Obſervation, if he does not attend 
to any Thing extraordinary or uncommon in 
them. The general Laws of Nature; that 
is, the common Occurrences of Providence, 
are too little regarded, becauſe daily and 
hourly repeated. As theſe Things hence 
grow familiar, we look upon them as flow- 
ing from N eceſlity, or rather we think not 
A 2 of 
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of them at all. Hence it comes to paſs, that 
the Sun, ſhining in all its Glory, is leſs at. 
tractive than a flaming Comet; and an Earth- 
quake is more alarming than the daily Mo- 
tion of the Earth at large; and an unex- 
peaed overflowing Tide, thall' more affüght 
us, than the Sight of the Ocean, I ben 
the. Parmy y Wind art eth, which 2 eek up the 
nder thereof. © W 


. xv 
Mr move, live, and have their Being, re- 
S ef the! Greatneſs and the Gobdneß of 
that Power by whom” they exiſt, till 
Evils; in Stebnels er in Toile; con 
them, that their Life, and their Happineſsin 
Life, can alone be ſecured: by the Divine Pro- 
tection. Hear, O Heavens, aud give Ear, 0 
Earth, in the figurative Style of Scripture, 
contain a moſt ſevere Reproach to thought- 
leſs Man, as if he was leſs ſenfible than the 
inanimate World. It was a ſevere Reflection 
on the Jeuiſb People, though the Ox knew 


"his Owner, and the . O15 mal s Crib, that 


Iſrael 


- 


174 
Ifael did nor Brow, the People of God did noi 
confider: © And i is Matter of greater Shame 
to the Chriſtian, as he - owes greater Obli- 
gations to his God, that he can forget his 
heavenly Benefactor; and live as bl there was 
no G0 in the World. 


Bur if the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord, 
cannot lead Man to the Ackowledgment of 
the Divine Providence, and his Dependance 
upon it, God has Judgments in Store to teach 
him Righteouſneſs, or to punifh him for his 
obſtinate Diſobedience. God Almighty can 
ariſe to ſhake terribly the Earth, and 
the Waters, at his Command, ſhall forget 
their native Bounds, and deſtroy all before 
them. Fire and Hail, Snom and Yapours, 
Wind and Storm, and his great, and 
ſtrong Army the Locuſts, in Famine and 
Peſtilence, ſhall fulfil his Word, and execute 
the Purpoſes of his Providence. 17 is the glo- 
rious God that maketh the Thunder ; it is the 


lame Divine Power who regulates the whole 
material 


[$8] 
material Syſtem 3 ho can render it all: har- 


monious for our Good, or can reduce it to a 
Chaos for our Daten. Hir 9 


Ir we 1 then, and. all Thing 
around us, exiſt by the Divine Pleaſure, and 
by that alone, every Thing ſhould lead us to 
ſure Truſt and Confidence in God. This 
ſhould direct us, therefore, to the Practice of 
all thoſe religious Duties, which can ſecure 
the Divine Favour and Protection. And then 
whatever Things happen upon Earth, whe- 
ther they come for Correctiom or for Mercy, 
whether they ariſe from the immediate Hand 
of Heaven in Judgments, or what is com- 
monly called from Natural Cauſes, they will 
teach us Righteouſneſs. And it they render 
us holy, juſt, and good, (the Leſſon theſe 
Things ſhould ever teach us) they will then 
obtain their End : An End to be wiſhed and 
purſued, much rather than to ſearch the ſecret 
Cauſe, why the Thunder roars, the Ocean 
ſwells and rages, or the Earth reels to and fro. 


For 


[9 1 

For then, though the Earth ſhould open her 
Mouth and ſwallow us up, or the Swellings of 
the Sea ſhould drown us, the Earth and the 
Sea ſhall give up their Dead, and reſtore us to 
a happy and eternal Being. Fire may de- 
ſcend from Heaven to conſume us, but the 
good Chriſtian ſhall - rife victorious from the 
Flames. Corruption may ſeize the Body, but 
it all afterwards put on Incorruption. Fa- 
mine may ſtarve it, or Peſtilence may waſte 
it, but it ſhall never more hunger, no more 
be capable of Pain, or Want, or Death. 

But to cloſe theſe Reflections, which I ſhall 
do by attending to the Words of the Text. 


I. To eonfider what we are to under- 
ſtand by Judgments. 


II. To obſerve when they are in the Earth. 


III. To ſhew the Uſes we ſhould make of 
them, Then will the Inhabitants of the 
World learn Righteouſneſs. | 

B | Firſt, 


1 1 


Firſt, then. Various are the Significations of 
the Word Judgments, but the extraordinary 
Puniſhments which God inflicts upon any 
particular Perſon. or People, thoſe remarkable 
Chaſtiſements with which God viſits Man and 
Beaſt, beſt determine its Meaning in this 
Place. Murrain among our Cattle, Mildew 
in our Corn, the Plague among Men, any 
new raging Diſtemper, the noiſome Peſtilence, 
when Thouſands and ten Thouſands fall be- 
ſide us; theſe Things mark the Judgments 
of God. Again, If Men die not the common 
Death of all Men, or it they be not viſited 
after the Viſitation of all Men, f the Lord 
make a new Thing, and the Earth open her 
Mouth and fwallow them up, with all that 
appertain to them, and they go down quick into 
the Pit, and the Earth cloſe upon them, then 
may ye underſtand this is a Judgment of 
the Lord: And if Fire ſhall deſcend from 
Heaven, and, in a miraculous Manner con- 
ſume the Enemies of God, this alſo is a 

— Mark 


[nt 
Mark by which ye may know it. And if God 
breaketh up the Fountains of the great Deep, 
and openeth the Windows of Heaven, and 
the Waters in a Deluge ſhall ſweep all before 
them, this in its Courſe muſt carry Demon- 
ſtration of a Judgment. And indeed, Things 
in Heaven, and Things in Earth, and Things 
under the Earth, may be all uſed as Inſtru- 
ments by God, in proclaiming to the World 
the Power of his Vengeance. | 


— 


T Ane are ſome of the plaineſt Inſtances, 


which denote the Judgments of Heaven. 
But Time would fail me to count them all, 
and Ability here is wanting: For who hath 


known the Councel of the Lord, and who fall 


declare all his Fudgments ? His Ways are paſt 
our finding out, his Judgments are hike the 
great Deep, not to be fathomed by Man. 
But it deſerves our Notice, though the Judg- 
ments of God are not always alike viſible to 
us, that they never fail to perform his good 
Pleaſure. The Terrors of the Lord, which 

mark 
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nah their Way in outward Ruin and Deſo- 
lation, will indeed be ſeen and felt, and _ 
Rage, Men of the Truth of them. | 


Bor 83 are Judgments of a ſofter Na- 
ture, no leſs certain to kill and to deſtroy: 
There are Judgments ſent unto us, under the 
deceitful Smiles of Proſperity, as well as in 


the Frowns of Adverfity. Men and King- 


doms when left to themſelves, and deſervedly 


left by God, when they have firſt forſaken 


Him, have walked in that Road, which has 
led them to their utter Ruin ; and their Ruin 
they have found from their Luxury, Corrup- 
tion, and univerſal Love of Pleaſure, Eng- 
land, it is to be feared, has- much to dread 
from this Quarter, more perhaps, than from 


an Inundation or Invaſion, or. even the Shock 


of an Earthquake. | 


Bur to look a little into the Scriptures for 
ſome of the Judgments recorded in them. 
Who is not convinced of the great and fearful 

Judg- 
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L 13 ] 
Judgment of God, which the Marks of the 
Univerſal Deluge demonſtrate to us to this 
Day, as well as the ſure Word of Prophe- 
cy? Who does not acknowledge the heavy 
Hand of Judgment, which deſcended upon 
the Egyptians, when they, in vain, ſtrove 
to pals the Red-S2za? Who among you is 
ignorant of that Variety of Fudgments, with 
which Pharaoh was viſited for the Hardneſs 
of his Heart? The Judgments of God ap- 
peared again, when the Earth opened her 
Mouth wide, and ſwallowed up Dazhan and 
Abiram, and all that appertained unto them: 
And the all-powerful Hand of God was vi- 
ſible, when He deſtroyed the Firſt-Born of 
Egypt, both of Man and Beaft, in one Night; 
whilſt againſt the Children of J/-ae/, in the 
fame Night, and in the ſame Country, no 
Hurt was done to either Man or Beaſt : Such 
Difference did the Lord place between the 
Eg yptians and Ijrael, and ſuch will He ever 
put between the Righteous and the Wicked. 
But when the Houſe of Myael, in after Times, 


reyolted 
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revolted from their God, when they turned 
aſter other Gods to ſerve them, then did the 
Lord God ariſe to puniſh them terribly, and 
in the moſt dreadful Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
he cut them off, as a People, from the Face 
of the whole Earth. And let every Kingdom 
and Nation be perſuaded, that Judgments will 
deſcend on them alſo, it they forget the Lord 
their God. If, therefore, as Men, we have 
any Regard for ourſelves, or, as Members of 
Society, have any Love for our Country, let 
us be righteous in all our Ways, and body i in 
all our Works. 


Secondiy, To obſerve, WW. * Fudgments are 
in the Earth. 


TE Judgments of God, inflicted upon any 
private Perſons, or an y particular Nation, as 
delivered unto us in ancient Hiſtory, make no 
great Impreſſion ; becauſe theſe things hap- 
pened in Apes long before us, in which we 
were no ways intereſted, Hence it comes 

to 
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do paſs, that we can read of all the Plagues 
in Egypt, with Hearts as inſenſible of thoſe 
things, as was Pharoah's, We can dig and 
ſearch through the Ruins of Herculaneum, 
and ſurvey its Remains with a pleaſing Won- 
der: And any preſent Relation of any late 
Viſitation from God, in the extraordinary 
Ruin of any Body of People, it far remote 
from us, for the ſame Reaſon, is little re- 
garded. Hence we can hear of the late De- 
ſtruction of the City of Lima, without any vi- 
ſible Surpriſe; and the Shock of an Earth- 
quake at Conſtantinople, gives us little Concern. 
But, when Spain and Portugal ſhall ſhake, 
ſure England cannot ſtand unmoved ! Whoſe 
Heart does not weep within himp when he 
hears of the great Diſtreſs of theſe Nations? 
How did their Hearts fail them for fear! What 
Perplexity filled their Minds, when there were 
Earthquakes in divers Places; when the Sea 
and the Waves were roaring ; when the more 
mercileſs Flames ſpared not the Remainder of 
their Habitations ? But, I forbear,---The Sub- 

= - 
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ject is too diſmal to dwell upon, and ſhall 
cloſe it with this Lamentation, dne to our un- 
happy Countrymen, due to Mankind in ge- 
neral, when overwhelmed with * 
ſa a ing, Alas] our Brethren, 


Bur we ai not go Abroad ther our A. 
eount of Earthquakes; or unuſual.. Commo- 
tions of the Waters. We have heard with our 
own Ears, in our own Country, repeated 
Shocks of an Earthquake, and the Waters, 
in our own Land, have been ſtrangely trou- 
bled and agitated. And though the Earth has 
not yet opened her Mouth to deftroy us, and 
the Streams have not gore over our Souls; 
(and God giant they never may !) yet let not 
us imagine we are placed beyond the Reach 
of the like Deſtruction. God Almighty in 
every Nation, is alike able to ſave and to 
deſtroy, by what Methods, and by what In- 
ſtruments he pleaſes. When God looketh 
down from Heaven, and beholdeth the Sins 


of Men, and ſeeth enough in every King- 
dom 


-E#7] 


dom to provoke wis Tuſtice, or to excite his 

| Mercy, He will have Mercy, on whom he will | 
have M ercy, and whom he will puniſh, he will 
puniſh. And as hence, conſiſtent with Juſtice | 

and Mercy, one Nation. periſhes by a quick 

and ſudden Deſtruction, which another eſ- 

capeth ; let the Objects of Mercy then re- 

member, and with Thankfulneſs refle, that 

it was of God's infinite Goodneſs, and not of 

their own Merits, that they did not come 

to the ſame fearful End. And that we 

never may, let us lay ta Heart, what our 

Lord hath aſſured us, That unleſt we repent, 

We Lec all Likewiſe periſh, 


I r is not long 1 an paſſed 
through Part of this Country, when Dread 
and Terror ſeized all Ordets and Degrees of 
Men. And the preſent Situation of Public 
Affairs is enough to alarm us. For who knows 
their Iſſue? What Wars, and Rumours of 


Wars, from Abroad ? What vaſt warlike Pre- 
"0 Parations 


1 8 3 


parations at Home! I And though 1 the nobleft 
Spirit now exerts itſelf that ever animated the 
Britiſh N ation, and though. the cleareſt Juſ- 
tice pleads our Cauſe againſt our Enemies, 
yet, from the numberleſs Calamities inſepa- 
rable from every. Country where War {hall 
come, we "have abundant Reaſon to wiſh, 
that the Sword could give way to Juſtice, and 
to pray unto God, that jarring Nations were 
huſhed 1 in Peace. | 


20K if God, in 1 Providence, ſhall cauſe 
War to rage in all its Fury, may he then of 
his infinite Goodneſs, fight againſt thoſe Who 
fight againſt us. And that we may be intitled 
to the Divine Protection, let us pus on the 


Armour of Righteouſneſs, Jo ſhall the Lord 
Jebovab be our Strength, and become our 8 44 


vation. 


Ir is not long ION the Mortality of our 
Cattle began, (I mean in the Time of the 


late Rebellion,) but that we may not forget 
this 


to 


this Calamity, God hath been pleaſed to con- 
tinue this Diſtemper in our Country to this 
Day. Ye, my Brethren, need not be re- 
minded of this Evil, who have twice felt the 
deſtructive Effects of it. And if it is appa- 
rent, that this Diſtemper is propagated by 
Infection, yet let us look higher for its Cauſe 
and Continuance, at leaſt till we can ſtop 
the Courſe of the Wind, upon whoſe Wings, 
as well as our Cloaths, that Infection may be 
conveyed. And ſince Experience hath long 
taught us, tis in vain to depend on Man to 
drive this Evil away from us, let us look up 
unto God, and invoke him in earneſt Prayer, 
that he would be propitious to our Kingdom, 
that he would ſpare it, as he did Vineveh of 
old, that great City, in which were Multitudes 
of Perſons, and nuch Cattle. And that God 
may be induced to turn his fierce Anger from 
us, let us, with the Ninevites, remember to 
turn from the Evil of our Ways. 


Dy: Ir 


* 
% 
. — — 2 —-„— — — 


98 L 20 ] 


Ir is the Senſe and Declaration of the Na- 
tion, in the Prayer compiled for this Occa- 
ſion, that our dins brought down upon us this 
Evil from Heaven: And as this Puniſhment 

is not yet removed from among us, it fup- 
poſes that we have not yet depatted from our 
Sins. Would to God there was no Occaſion | 
for this Suppoſition, and that Sin and Iniquity 
no longer exiſted among us; then ſhould our 
Oxen be ftrong to labour, there would be no 
e Happy ſhould we be in ſuch a Caſe, 
yea, bleſſed ſhould we "ey for the Lord 


wad be our God. 


Thirdly, and Lab, To ſhew the Uſes we 
ſhould make of God's Judgments, Then will 
the Inhabitants of the FW orla learn K {gpteouſe = 


eſs. 


Love and Fear are the great Motives to 
| Men's Obedience; and the Love of God will 
þ ever Influence the good Man's Practice, and 
il lead 


[ar 14 

lead him on from Virtue to Virtue. He will 
be in Love with Goodneſs on her own Ac- 
count, and-a Follower of all her Precepts for 
her preſent Pleafures, was there no Hell to 
puniſh the Wicked, was there no Heaven to 
reward the Righteous. But ſuch is the Ingra- 
titude and Degeneracy of moſt Men, that Fear 
alone can direct their Goings, and their Dread 
of Puniſhment can deter them from Impiety. 

And God, who knew what was in Man, and 
how diſpoſed he is to tranſgreſs his ſacred 
Laws, hath of his infinite Wiſdom deviſed 
every Method to ſecure our Obedience, and 
thereby to ſecure our Happinels. Rense Life 
and Death, and Heaven and Hell, are placed 
before us, that Men may live, and not die. 
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Hence Judgments as well as Bleſſings go 
through the World, and ſome Perſons and 
Nations fall a Sacrifice to them, that others 
may conſider their Ways, be convinced of 
the great Danger of Sin, and induced to look 


for their Safety and Happineſs i in the Service 
of. 
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of their God. Thus was every living Sub- 
ance which was upon the Face of the Ground 
deſtroyed by the Flood, not only for their, 
Wickedneſs, but that Voah and his Family 
might remember the Lord their God. . And 
God rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah, Brim- 
ſtone and Fire from Heaven, and overthrew 
thoſe Cities and all the Plain, and all the In- 
 habitants of the Cities, and that which grew 
upon the Ground, that other Nations and 
Countries might keep the Way of the Lord. 
Now theſe, and whatever Examples are re- 
corded in Scripture, are written for our Ad- 
monition that we may learn Righteouſneſs, 
and be able to ſtand when the like, or any 
other dreadful Calamities, ſhall befal the Sons 


of Men. 
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Trex though God's Judgiments are in all 
he World, though they hang over our Heads, 
or threaten us under our Feet, there ſhall no 
Evil happen unto us. For the Lord knoweth 
how to deliver the Godly out of every Misfor- 


tune; 


i OO 

tune; God will defend them under his Wings, 
and they ſball be ſafe under his Feathers, 
his Faithfulneſs and Truth ſhall be their Shield 
aud Buckler. 


1 


Laid every one of us, therefore, with the 
pious David, in Righteouſneſs ſay unto the 
Lord, Thou art my Hope and my Prong Rock, 
ny God in whom I will truſt; and that God 
who 1s our Hope, will be our Strength, a very 
preſent Help in Trouble. Therefore will we not 
fear though the Earth be moved, and though 
the Hills be carried into the midſt of the Sea: 
Though the Waters thereof rage and fwell, and 
though the Mountains ſhake at the Tempeſt of 
the ſame. For the Lord, who arwelleth on 


high is mightier. And CE God be for us, who 


can be _m_ "77 


May the Lord of Hoſts be with us, may 
the God of Jacob be our Refuge for Jeſus 
Chriſt his Sake. 
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